Article Review & Presentation

Overview: Wildlife conservation requires knowledge of multiple disciplines from sociology
and anthropology through GIS and genomics. This course really embraces the dual themes of
ecology and evolution of East African biota, and the challenges of biodiversity conservation.
Here we have chosen a series of peer-reviewed articles that run this gamut. We also think
that we can all improve our critical thinking ‘chops’ and this exercise will help in this domain
as well.

Rather than have you prepare a PowerPoint presentation, we would like you to come
prepared to discuss your article orally. You should print off a copy of the article and bring it
with you for your reference. We will have pdf copies of all articles as well. | would also like you
to prepare and bring handouts for 20 that simply include the citation and the abstract for your
focal article. You will have time in the initial days of the course to ask me questions should
any arise.

In your presentation, we would like you to mention the article citation, indicate the objectives
of the research, provide a succinct overview of their methods and a summary of their major
findings, and embed the article in the broader context of major themes in ecology, evolution
and conservation. At various junctures throughout the course we will set aside time for
sessions where each of you will lead an exploration centred on your paper — for undergrads
about 8-10 minutes for your overview and then subsequent discussion (3-4 minutes). Grad
students will be expected to undertake a more thorough analysis with an approximately 15
minute overview plus 5-10 minute discussion.
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